Basophils in airway disease.
The inflammatory response that is often associated with asthma is characterized by the recruitment of eosinophils, basophils, and lymphocytes. Until recently, profiling the basophil and defining its functional characteristics have been difficult. With the advent of some new tools, there is a steadily increasing body of information on the presence and potential activities of the basophil. Although the precise role of these cells in airway diseases, such as asthma, remain unclear, relatively accurate enumeration is now possible. Coupled with new insights into cytokine secretion from these cells, a more accurate picture of the dynamics of this specialized form of inflammation is available for refining our hypotheses regarding its regulation.